Helping to protect
National Forest Lands

From the President

Roy Julian

One of the highlights of the February 2010 board meeting
was getting an update from Kevin Harding and Mark
Munsell regarding the work their team is doing with the
fire warehouse. Following a request from the Forest Ser-
vice to help build racks, cabinets and storage shelves in
the new warehouse, Kevin and Mark went to work with a
passion.

Mark Munsell designed and engi-
neered the blueprints for what was
needed and even donated his home
shop facilities to construct the shelv-
ing. The board of directors voted to
donate up to $4000 to purchase ma-
terials and supplies for the project.
Georgia Munsell also pitched in§
and negotiated a huge price reduc-
tion with Home Depot for the materi-
als, including no sales tax. Her ef-
forts saved several hundred dollars
that could be used for materials
elsewhere in the project.

The project is already well underway with much of the first
floor completed. Their goal is to complete the entire pro-
ject by late April. Congratulations to Kevin, Mark, Geor-
gia, Ron Rusk, Dan Aragaki, Glen Buenning, Gene
Rector, Joe Landholm and all those who have helped
make this project a splendid success!

Robert Garcia , head of Range Management for our Dis-
trict, gave a very informative PowerPoint presentation on
how the horse program saves money for the Forest Ser-
vice in the long run, and how horses are able to accom-
plish several tasks in our tough wilderness areas that
other means cannot. The Wranglers continue to contrib-
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ute much-needed specialty work for the Forest Service
with several of these difficult jobs.

New safety guidelines from Washington require that FOF
trail crew members who cut out trees lying across the
trails now must take a crosscut training class and also
have a CPR-first aid-bloodborne pathogen class. Twelve
members of Rick Zabor's and Gene Rector's trail crews
took the saw training class re-
cently from Justin Loxley and are
now certified “sawyers.”

Paul Hart, Trails Coordinator,
recently joined the Red Rock
Ranger District. He comes to us
from Florida, where he worked
on constructing and maintaining
a large network of ATV trails.

At the Forest Service’'s request,
Kevin Harding has been out
with his camera identifying areas
that need improved or replaced trail signage. So far, 25
key areas have been identified as needing signage.
Kevin will be coordinating with Paul Hart regarding the
actual sign placement. Several easy to read composite
signs have already been placed in the Boynton Canyon
area.

To celebrate Archeology Month, Al Cornell and | have
been giving a series of primitive skills demonstrations at
VIS during the weekends in March. As usual, Al's primi-
tive pyrotechnics drew large crowds of fascinated onlook-
ers. We also gave a joint presentation on “The Prehis-
toric Uses of Agaves” at VIS which was sponsored by
ANHA.
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Helen Campbell, our Ambassador at Large, recently at-
tended a multi-agency symposium in Flagstaff, and dis-
cussed various issues of mutual interest with the Friends
of Northern Arizona Forests, a new volunteer group in
that area which is modeled on our organization.

Mike Ward reported that the $400,000 grant for the VCO
has had a contract put out for the design of the terrain
model and that the project might be completed by year’s
end.

Noreen Lisowski asked each board member to sign up
to help bring some of the goodies we all enjoy at the
meetings. A sign-up sheet was passed around with each
person or couple asked to bring one appetizer or dessert
item to one meeting per year. This is certainly something
that we can all pitch in and help with, so that the burden
does not fall entirely on a few people.

Remember that V-V Discovery Days is coming up soon —
April 16, 17 & 18 — with the agave roast and all the other
interesting events and activities.

Thank you all — Roy

Publicity
Carol Wirkus

FOF Members Prepare Agave Roast for V Bar V Days

One of the highlights of V Bar V Discovery Days, which
will be held Friday- Sunday, April 16-18, is the Agave
Roast.

The reason we're roasting agave is to learn more about
how the Agave was used by native people, and to sup-
port the efforts of the Yavapai-Apache Nation to involve
members of their community in harvesting, roasting and
processing this traditional food.

Roasting Agave is hard work. According to Terrilyn
Green, the event coordinator, this is one of the greatest
lessons we have learned from going through this process.
She credits members of the Friends of the Forest for pro-
viding most of the labor for the agave roasts at V Bar V.

Al Cornell, Roy Julian, Mike Vitek, and Frank Wirku s
cut fire wood, excavate the fire pit, gather the Agave,
build and maintain the fire, open up the pit, and then re-
store the land to its original condition when the roast is
over.
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The Agave plants that will be harvested are selected by
an Agave specialist from the Desert Botanical Garden
and members of the Yavapai-Apache Nation. The
Friends of the Forest volunteers help dig the heavy Agave
out of the ground, while watching out for the sharp barbs
on every leaf.

The Friends’ volunteers also gather and cut a cord and a
half of mesquite wood for the roasting fire. Mesquite
gives the Agave a nice smoky flavor.

Four days before the Avage will be served, the volunteers
prepare the roasting pit, digging out the existing three foot
deep pit that is lined with stones. Al Cornell starts a fire
by friction using a hand drill. After a blazing fire has been
maintained for five hours, the Agave hearts are placed on
the bed of coals and covered with plant material or wet
burlap. Finally, the pit is sealed with earth and a fire is
built on top.

k P e s B3t
Al Cornell places Agave hearts into the roasting pi t
at V Bar B with assistance from Event Coordinator,
Terrilyn Green. Photo by Mike Vitek

At about 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 17, the Yavapai
Gourd Dancers will perform, after which the Agave roast-
ing pit will be opened. It takes time to dig up the pit, and
then clean and cut the cooked Agave for visitors to sam-
ple. The taste of Agave is often compared to sweet pota-
toes, pineapple, or honey.

Agave was used by every native culture in the Southwest.
The cooked Agave heart provided good nutritional bene-
fits, while the fibrous leaves were used to make cordage.

V Bar V Discovery Days and Agave Roast is a fun event
offering many unique learning opportunities. For more
information, go to www.redrockcountry.org or call 928-
592-0998.
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Cultural Resources

Jerry Walters

Thanks to Spence Gustav, Jan Lisowski, and Jacob
Zahler for jumping in and filling a very large gap in the
schedule when we unexpectedly lost two of the site hosts
at Palatk!!.

The frequent and heavy rains this winter has led to a re-
cord number of days that our heritage sites were closed.
We appreciate everybody’s flexibility in these day by day
decisions to open or close the sites. Now that the rain
has eased and the weather warming, the wildflower show
should be spectacular. The warmer weather and spring
break season has brought out the visitors in droves. At-
tendance at the sites has been amazing. Feature stories
on V-Bar-V in the Arizona Republic and the April edition
of Arizona Highways magazine are helping to spur some
of that.

If you are interested in helping protect our cultural heri-
tage sites and learning more about the Palatki, Honanki
and V-Bar-V sites, consider joining the Cultural Resource
and Protection Committee. Please call or emalil
(culturalresources@friendsoftheforestsedona.org) for
more information. Jerry Walters 284-1339

FOF Apparel

Suzie Dunn

Be sure to check out the photos of FOF merchandise on
our web page. And at the next FOF board meeting, a dis-
play of available items will be right outside the meeting
room door. The most recent addition to our stock is a v-
neck polo in women'’s sizes. The sample is in lime green!
It's very attractive. If there is something you think might
be a hot item to add, just let me know. Love to see that
FOF logo out there! Suzie Dunn, Chair

Membership

Sonya Landholm

BRANCHING OUT EDITORS
Chuck Jenkins —Summer
Darl Ann Rector—Winter

Thanks to everyone who contributes articles
and pictures
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Itis a great pleasure to introduce 23 new members to our
Friends of the Forest family. Joining us in late January
were Paul Petrick, Jim Manning, Terri Lee Eagan , and
Nanette Piper. During February we welcomed Sharon
Lambly, Helen King, James Neal, Wayne and Vicki
Fischer, Willard and Eleanor Roper, Young Han and
Michela Mangiaracina, Garry Neil and Sarah Rowley
and new Lifetime members Russ Baker, David and
Heather Vitek ( son and daughter-in-law of Mike and
Susan). As of "press time" in March we have been joined
by Levi Pedrick, Mark Holst, Jim Alexander, John and
Valene Sattler. To you all, a very hearty welcome! We
look forward to getting acquainted and to working with
you.

Sonya Landholm, Membership Secretary

IMPORTANT: PLEASE READ!
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Membership renewal for 2010 was due on January 1.
Initial renewal letters were sent out in your December
Newsletter for all except Lifetime members. Reminder
letters were mailed in late February to members who
remained unpaid. This is a final reminder.
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We value your association and friendship and hope
that we can continue to count on your support of our
work. For those of you who intend to renew and have
just let the weeks slip by (as we all sometimes do!),
please send your 2010 renewal check ASAP to:
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u
u

Friends of the Forest
P.O Box 2391
Sedona, AZ. 86339
We do thank you!

FOF policy states that those whose renewals have
not been received BEFORE JULY 1 are removed
from the membership roster. If you have any doubts
about whether or not you are current on your dues,
that information is on the mailing label of your
newsletter.
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Any questions, feel free to call.
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Sonya Landholm
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FOF take Coast Guard Copter Crew Jeeping
By Susan Vitek

Two men wearing flight suits walked into Susan Vitek’s
visitor line and she quipped, “My husband is sixty-six and
his flight suit is still hanging in the garage. How can |
help you?” They were a Coast Guard helicopter crew
wanting to hike until the part they needed to repair their
hydraulic system arrived.

“What are some good hikes here?” one asked. Susan
guessed he was about the same age as her son. So she
gave him information and bought his Red Rock Pass.
(She does this occasionally for those in the military)
Then the light went on in her head!

“Hey, maybe my husband could take you jeeping on Bro-
ken Arrow, one of the prettiest places here. Are you
game? He used to be an aircraft carrier pilot.” “Well, |
guess we can forgive him for that,” the young man said
with a smile.

Susan called Mike Vitek and he said sure, he'd take
them. “Oops, two more just walked in,” Susan added, her
hopes falling. “That’'s O.K. because I'm eating lunch with
Mike Ward and Frank Wirkus and each has their jeep,”
Mike said. These FOF volunteers—all veterans--were
relaxing after working with the Friday Trail Maintenance
crew. Now they had an excuse to play in their jeeps.

Coast Guard Helicopter Crew

The helicopter crew thought they'd be on a regular road
as opposed to rock crawling. “l didn’t know you could do
this kinds of thing in a jeep”, one said. Not ready to give
up their fun yet, they took the crew to the Chapel and to
Mike Ward'’s house, where each was given a copy of
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Ward’s book, So Why Are the Rocks Red 2. *

Unfortunately, their part arrived on time via FedEx. (Vitek
was a FedEx pilot). Now, | don't believe in this vortex
stuff—but what are the chances of those helicopter pilots
walking into Susan’s line and three FOF members WITH
THEIR OWN JEEPS—to all be able to link up after that
phone call. Susan calls it “The Vitek Vortex”.

Trail Maintenance & Construction
Rick zabor and Bob Tener

Unlikely as it may seem, we were rained out on 1/22. The
following week the Coconino Rural Environmental
Corp (CREC) had 35 people working on Templeton Trall
and we were given an opportunity to gain some more trail
work knowledge. We discussed and observed the armor-
ing, drainage, wall construction and tread repair. We then
went onto Deadman Pass from the west end where we
installed some new signs; which is a priority with the For-
est Service. Deadman will require more serious repair yet
we did some minor work. At the same time Kevin Hard-
ing led a crew to Upper Chimney where armoring and
drainage repair were completed with help from Jim Man-
ning, a new member adding his muscle to the project.

Long Canyon and Deadman Pass from the east end
were addressed with 2 teams since we had 11 people.
Again the usual repair of check dams, drainages, tread
and armoring. Russ Baker another new member who
enjoys the contribution to the Forest was part of this
effort. Eradication of Russian Thistle (tumbleweeds)
was our next project. Justine Kusner led us at the
Bell Rock
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Pathway/Vista and Yavapai Vista. At the Pathway, we
met Keli Stafford (FS volunteer coordinator) who helped
organize this gathering. Also Paul Hart (FS Trail lead)
who is new to the district and will be our direct contact for
future trail work. The crew gathered and formed piles of
the weeds to be burned by FS Fire. Chris Cormaci a new
member assisted in eliminating this very nasty weed.
Dave Coryn, Anthony Monteil and crew of FS Fire
burned the weeds on 2 different occasions due to winds
and rain.

Several of us met with Paul Hart to discuss soil condi-
tions and how they impact trail repair. Gene Rector
showed him recent work on Lime Kiln . We then showed
him 2 Fences which was in need of repair then onto
Deadman Pass . At Deadman he saw the new signs and
the need for serious erosion control. We discussed meth-
ods of trail maintenance, training, equipment and the dif-
ferences between Patrol Hotshots and TMC. It was great
to have an in-field talk with him and we are all happy to
have Paul as our trail lead.

There was a report of a rock slide on Bell Trail that was
potentially blocking it to horses. We received permission
from the FS to drive up to the Wilderness boundary. This
allowed us to save almost 5 miles in hiking but more im-
portantly to address the rock slide in a timely manner.
Frank Wirkus, Mike Vitek and Mike Ward drove their
Jeeps with our tools and ourselves to the drop off where
we broke up into 2 teams. The first was led by Gene Rec-
tor to address the trail back to the T/H. The other team to
the slide area with Paul Hart in the slide removal. Large
and small rocks removed, tread improved, steps added
and drainages cleaned. A very productive day thanks to
our 4 wheelers.

Rick Zabor, Frank Wirkus, Paul Hart, Mike Ward.
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Hot Loop from the Jacks Canyon corral to the saddle
had drainages repaired and constructed as well as the
tread improved. Doe Mt. also needed steps, reveg of
"short cuts", drainages cleaned and removal of graffitti.
Bob and | were unavailable so former chair of TMC Joe
Landholm, agreed to lead the crew on Courthouse
Butte Loop joined by Paul Hart. Thirty steps and drain-
ages were completely rebuilt on this heavily used trail. A
return trip will take place in the near future to address the
rest of the loop. Thanks Joe for leading. See you on the
Trail, Rick

River Patrol

Mike Vitek

February and March were busy months (a total of ten
River Patrol trips) for River Ranger Dexter Allen and his
river crews. Challenges had FOF drivers doing their
best on very muddy, rough roads, always still arriving at

the sites on time. This sometimes resulted in a 12-hour
volunteer day. Rick Baldauf and Frank Wirkus have put

in the most hours. It's great to be able to depend on vol-
unteers when we have enough free time to drive for the
River Patrol. Without us, the Forest Service would have

to take an employee off his/her regular job for driving Al-

len’s crews and equipment.

With water levels very high, and the current running at
anywhere from 2-5 times its normal spring speed, the
boat crews have been challenged to stay safe while col-
lecting debris and ensuring that people on the river they
have the right equipment (like a fire pan and containers to

take out human waste). Allen found a number of wrecked

kayaks and canoes—proof that those without enough ex-
perience to safely navigate this “Wild and Scenic” river

still ignore prudent actions. Picture below: A Busy Day

at Beasley Flats.
Photo by Mike Vitek




Visitor Information Services Friends. For example, trail expert Mike Ward can often
be found at the map table or the geologic exhibit on Sat-

urdays. If volunteering at the VCO sounds like fun and

Janet Walters and Noreen you would like more information on training as a Front-
liner, contact Janet Walters at
vis@friendsoftheforestsedona.org

Have you seen the parking lot at the Forest Service Visi-
tor Contact Office (VCO) lately? Wow! The torrent of
springtime visitors arrived suddenly like rapid snowmelt
roaring down Dry Beaver Creek. So Frontliners are keep-
ing very, very busy and most have long forgotten the slow
days of January and February. Several new Frontliners
joined the fun just in time for the spring rush. The VIS
Committee is fortunate that John Sattler and Debbie
Wych have chosen to volunteer on Thursday and Friday
afternoons, respectively. New Frontliner substitutes Jim
Johnson and Patrick Murphy dealt with weekend
crowds on one of their first workdays and were able to
take advantage of continuing education from FOF expert
Al Cornell . See the accompanying photo of Jim and Pat-
rick and veteran Frontliners Louisa Connell and Hans
Scholling (ANHA) as they watch Al demonstrate prehis-

toric skills. Roy Julian describes prehistoric skills to visitors

New and veteran Frontliners view Al Cornell’s pre-

historic skills demonstration. Mike Ward shares trail expertise with visitors.

Weekly events such as the prehistoric skills demonstra- Photos by Janet Walters

tions drew nice crowds of locals and visitors at the VCO

during Archaeology Month. Have you ever watched visi- Members are always welcome at Board Meetings. It
tors as they marvel at the fire starting skills of Al Cornell is a good way to get acquainted and learn what the
or Roy Julian ? Friends are doing. A bonus is the tasty refreshmen  ts

) o ) you can enjoy there !
Frontliners are always welcome to participate in these

educational events or take advantage of ongoing training Also check out the website at:
for coworkers. There is a wealth of knowledge among the www.friendsoftheforestsedona.org
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The Warehouse Project

Kevin Harding

At our last meeting in February the Friends voted to
spend up to $4,000 to help the fire crew build storage
units and work space in the new warehouse near the
ranger station. The warehouse was two floors of vacant
space when we began. After several meetings with the
fire crew to decide what was needed, Mark Munsell vol-
unteered to use his engineering talents to plan the stor-
age units and workspace. The fire crew is presently stor-
ing their supplies at the Beaver Creek station, but with
this newly organized space along with some smaller stor-
age buildings, they will be able to work out of the Red
Rock Ranger Station.

Before we began Georgia Munsell came to the rescue
by making several key phone calls to obtain over 30% in
discounts and sales tax relief from Home Depot. This was
a great boost to the project that allowed us to buy quality
materials for a successful outcome. We are very grateful
for Home Depot's cooperation and generosity. Mark also
volunteered his shop as the primary construction site. We
needed to cut and assemble many of the units in Mark’s
shop because there were no power tools available at the
warehouse and the floor has a slant to provide drainage.
Thanks to the efforts of Rick Zabor, Gene Rector, Mike
Vitak, Jim Manning, Dan Aragaki, John True , and
members of the fire crew we shipped completed units to
the warehouse for mounting.

This has been a substantial project with over 300 man
hours , 75 sheets of plywood, and over 2,000 screws
so far. Yes, we have driven at least 2,000 screws so far!
On several occasions the fire crew under Dave Coryn’s
leadership provided the much needed muscle to move
and mount large structures. But without a doubt, it was
Mark’s skill as a cabinet maker, guiding those of us who
have some basic carpentry talent to build things that are
actually square and fit that made this project possible.
Mark’s standards were high, but the result was well worth
the effort. The crew included Kevin Harding, Ron Rusk,
Dan Aragaki, Glen Buenning, Joe Landholm, and
Gene Rector. All of the cabinets and shelving on the first
floor have adjustable shelving which involved drilling thou-
sands of carefully spaced holes for the tabs that hold the
shelves. Glen and Joe did the lion’s share of that tedious
work without complaint. Gene, Joe and Kevin lacquered
the cabinet doors and frames to guard against the dirty
hands of busy firemen.

shelving needs to be assembled and mounted, and if time
and funding allows, we need to build a 50 foot outside
hose rack next to the warehouse. If all goes as planned,
we expect to be finished by our May first deadline .

This is the kind of project that the Friends can be proud
of. Our funding, time and skills were put to good use to
meet an urgent need. Please stop by if you see the ga-
rage door open and take a look to see what our organiza-
tion can accomplish.

Top: Mark Munsell and Ron Rusk building hose rack
in Mark’s shop; Middle: Dan Aragaki and Gene Rec-
tor loading cabinets; Bottom: Mark Munsell working
on cabinets in the warehouse.
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Top: Installed cabinets; Lower: Joe Landholm
works on finishing the cabinet doors.
Photos by Kevin Harding

Wranglers

Helen Campbell

The Wranglers have completed GPSing fenceline and
water sources in the Windmill Allotment area for Janie
Agyagos, Wildlife Biologist . Having this data will allow
her to begin the process of replacing non-compliant
fenceline and will greatly enhance the likelihood she will
be successful in being awarded a grant. We GPS’d about
50 miles of fenceline but rode close to 70 miles because
we sometimes have to backtrack.

Our last day for this particular project, two teams—Craig
Stevens and Ginny Rench plus Milt Moore and | met on
the Sycamore Canyon Road near Cottonwood and drove
about six miles where we parked the trailers, saddled up
and began the project. The teams split up and went in
different directions allowing us to cover twice as much
ground.

Milt and | went east toward the mountains but soon hit a
hill we couldn’t climb. We recalled Janie’s words ... if you
have a hard time getting there on a horse, the pronghorn
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aren’t going to want to go there either. We returned to flat
land and headed north riding the fenceline that goes
around an APS substation. The fence was an odd mix of
perfectly straight lines that jig and jog, here and there for
no apparent reason. We stopped for our lunch beside the
APS structure which was surrounded by chain link fence
and concertina wire. It appeared that from here needed to
make a turn and head west but after following the fence a
few hundred yards it again jogged to the north toward two
old building we could see in the distance. The buildings,
looked old enough to have been a homestead, but are
indeed occupied. We were greeted by the rancher who
came out to extend a welcoming “Howdy.” His three dogs
kept a watchful eye on Milt and me. Our second team of
riders Craig Stevens and Ginny Rench had passed this
way earlier so the landowner knew we were there to
“check on the antelope.” He told us about a large herd of
25 that had been grazing on his land a month earlier and
a smaller band just a week ago. Janie and Lee Leude-
ker of Game and Fish were excited to get this informa-
tion. From this point Craig and Ginny moved their horses
east up a canyon, following the power-line which is a
known path for the pronghorn in this area. Janie particu-
larly wanted to know if there was fence blocking this
route.

Craig Stevens, checking fence and Milt Moore
GPS’ing

The Wranglers next project is “grass clipping” for Robert
Garcia, Range Conservationist for the district. We were
trained for this project two weeks ago. It involves riding to
50 computer generated GPS headings per allotment. Our
equipment will include a camera, a hoop, clippers, paper
bags, and a scale. From the data we collect and submit
to Robert, he will be able to figure how many cattle can
graze in a given pasture and for how long.
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The streets of Sedona were lined with enthusiastic view-
ers for the St. Patrick's Day Parade .

Jeff Upshaw organized the Wranglers for the event. Jeff
rode Forest, Diane Greathouse rode Jack Pot, Milt
Moore was on Buggs and Colin Porter, USFS rode the
spunky little red mule Chili. Dean Campbell and Richard
Rice, USFS, carried the handsome, new Forest Service /
Friends of the Forest banner with Suzie Dunn marching
right behind.

Trail Patrol Hotshots

Gene Rector and Kevin Harding

On March 16th and 17", a combined group of Patrol Hot-
shots and Trail Maintenance and Construction members
took a Crosscut Saw Certification class from Justin Lox-
ley, Forest Service Volunteer Coordinator from the Peaks
District. Justin is well known to most of the group, having
previously been on the Red Rock District. The Class con-
sisted of one day in the classroom learning about saws,
wedges and axes, personal protection equipment, mainte-
nance of equipment, techniques for bucking logs, safety
both in use of saws and calculating how the log will re-
spond and the possible hazards around the work area.
The second day was spent in the field at Beaver Creek
Station demonstrating our skills. Twelve people were cer-
tified in two categories by Justin and Shaun Murphy
from the Peaks District. Experienced people were given a
“B” rating and are required on every job to supervise “A”
sawyers and Crosscut Assistants.

Above:
house.

Milt Moore, Jeff Upshaw and Diane Great-

Below: Dean Campbell, Suzie Dunn and Richard Rice

Photos by Helen Campbell

L to R: Justin Loxley, Marie Fox, Dave Nokes, Gene
Rector, Rick Zabor, Rick Bauldauf, Ron Rusk, Glen

Buenning, Dan,Aragaki, Bob Tener, Al Gilson, Kevin
Harding. Photo by Darl Rector

Pictured at Right: Justin Loxley observes while Al
Gilson finishes a cut and Gene Rector waits in asa fe
place during Crosscut saw certification.
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Dan Aragaki and Bob Tener take theirturnon alarg e
cottonwood log at Beaver Creek Station

Also required for this certification is First Aid, CPR and
bloodborne pathogens which was completed by seven
members of the group on March 26". Forest Service per-
sonnel, Terrilyn Green with the assistance of Anthony
Montiel provided this course. Other members of the
group were already certified for this part by being mem-
bers of Search and Rescue or will take the class else-
where.

Terrilyn Green instructs Gene Rector, Rick Zabor
and Dan Aragaki on proper CPR while Glen Buen-
ning, Kevin Harding, Al Gilson, Anthony Montiel and

Maggie Underwood (New FS Volunteer Coordinator)
look on. Photos by Darl Rector

The wet winter has kept the Hotshots from getting out on
the trails as much as usual but the moisture was greatly

needed. Some major work was done on Two Fences
Trail to improve the trail for bicycle and horse traffic.
Maintenance of rolling dips, check dams and drainages
was done on Tea Cup, Soldiers Pass, Brins Mesa, Vultee
Arch and Girdner. Erosion was corrected on the HT Trail
where the concrete apron of the underpass of 89A was
found to be washed out. Schnebly Hill Trail was main-
tained to the point of getting into too much snow. Bear
Sign had lots of debris and log jams in the drainage and
it was cleaned out.

Mike
Haboush
and Gene
Rector re-
pair a step
on the Two
Fences
Trail

Paul Hart, FS Trails Coordinator observes as Gene
and Rick Baldauf cut. Below: Paul Hart, Rick Bal-
dauf, Rick Zabor, Dan Aragaki work on a down tree
on Sterling Pass Trail for final crosscut saw certi fica-
tion.

Page 10
Page 10

Branching Out

Branching Out
Vol 2010, Issue 2




Herding Cows by Helen Campbell

Growing up in the west | had a horse by the time | was ten
but never came close to a cow when riding. It was a kid’s
dream come true when Robert Garcia , USFS Range Man-
agement Staff, called to ask if | would like to help move the
Apache Maid Ranch herd to a lower pasture. And a few
days later there | was mounted and ready to go, seated in
the saddle that was given to me by my parents when | got
my first horse. Yep, it's an old saddle but I recently found
out it is now worth about twenty times what they paid for it.

Robert, Colin Porter, USFS, and | met the Apache Maid
cowboys and headed south to the creek. There were seven
cattle dogs with us, varying in size and age from little to
average, fat to skinny, puppy to two grey faced senior citi-

zens. Red Tank Draw was rushing pretty high — enough to
get my tall horse belly wet. Immediately on the other side

we scrambled up a very steep, boulder-strewn trail. Once
on top of the mesa | saw the herd of cattle! Finally, | was
going to herd cows ... and their babies.

There were babies everywhere! | was told the calves were
from just days old to weeks old. | was having trepidations
about the little ones and just how they would make it across
the rushing water. | pictured each one of us with a calf
slung across the neck of our mount, ferrying them across to
dry land. | rode up along side a Clint Eastwood look-alike
... Cigarette stub and all and inquired if we would be carry-
ing the babies across the creek. He was kind enough to not
burst out laughing and smiled gently; “No ma’'m. That's just
in the movies.”

Watching the dogs do their job was intriguing. | watched

them closely and was surprised to see that they do not ac-
tually bite the calves. They just pretend at extremely close

range. Maybe that’'s different when they are moving the
cows along, but with the little guys the dogs never let their
teeth make contact with the calf's leg.

We moved the herd north to a trail that would take us back
down to the drainage. | was relieved to see that where we
crossed this time was not as wide and seemed to me to be
shallower. Moms and babies were not keen on crossing
and turned to stare at us. Horses and dogs, cowboys and
cowgirl won the face-off and all of them made the crossing
drenched but safely.

We gathered more cattle and added them to our herd and
drove them down to where we crossed FR 618, a few hun-
dred yards east of I-17. After crossing 618 the new grass
was too much of a temptation and it was unquestionably

harder to keep the herd moving at a good pace but with
more ropes swinging in the air, more shouting (as if they

understood any of it), whistling and slapping hands on Top: Helen on Forest; Middle: Pushing the cattle
chaps we reached the huge culvert where we pushed the | across the stream; Bottom: Under the Freeway.
tired herd under Interstate 17 and my first cattle drive was
but a memory.

Head ‘em up—move ‘em out. Rawhide!

Photos by Helen Campbell
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