Helping to protect
National Forest Lands

From the President

Roy Julian

State of the Friends

Friends of the Forest - the Friends continue to grow
with over 400 members, with 63 additional members in
this year alone. We continue to offer volunteers over 20
different types of committees and activities to choose
from in support of the Red Rock Ranger District. In addi-
tion to our past committees, in recent months we have
added Fossil Creek Ranger support, trailhead registry
retrieval on all trails on a monthly basis, and periodic graf-
fiti removal to our growing list of activities.

Visitor Contact Office - the Friends continue to assist
the Forest Service in completing the VCO with final grant
money coming in from the Sedona Community Founda-
tion for the terrain model and continued work with land-
scaping, sign completion and displays.

Standard Operating Procedures — the Board has
adopted several SOPs to help guide the Friends with
standardized policies and procedures on several impor-
tant issues. | would like to thank all of the Friends for the
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Tremendous work you do in support of our National For-
est. Directors, committee chairs, officers and members -
Thank you all !

Board of Director Elections

As you know, each year approximately 1/3 of our Board of
Directors is elected to serve a 3-year

Board after many
years of valuable service. | would like to thank Judy for
her contributions and service to the Friends as a member
of our Board of Directors. This year the following
11 people were elected by the membership of the Friends
to serve a 3-year term on the Board:

Dean Campbell — Treasurer
Jeff Dunn — Chair, Trail Patrol

Alice Musgrove — FS assistant extraordinaire

Ken Zoll - Webmaster

Helen Campbell — Chair, Wranglers and Am
bassador at Large

Suzie Dunn — Chair, Merchandising

Mike Vitek — Chair, River Ranger Support

Bob Tener — Co-Chair, Trail Maintenance and
Construction

George Coombes — Assistant NFF Coordinator

Bill Kusner — Database Manager

Mike Ward — Chair, Grants Committee

Thank you all for your willingness to serve on
our Board of Directors.

Please look for your Membership Renewal
Form in the center of the newsletter

(None for Lifetime or Brand New Members)

Branching Out
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Recognition Awards

One of the most difficult and also rewarding tasks each
year is for the Recognition Awards Committee to select a
few individual Friends for special appreciation. This task
is difficult because each year there are many, many addi-
tional Friends who deserve special recognition, and re-
warding because it is always gratifying to be able to pub-
licly honor some hardworking individuals. The following
awards were given at the annual meeting in October.

President’'s Award - This is an award of special recogni-
tion presented to a member, couple, or committee who
have made an outstanding contribution to the Friends’
volunteer work. The President’s Award this year went to
the entire VIS Committee for their outstanding work at
the Visitors Contact Office. VIS consists of 61 members
and has been skillfully managed by the Chair, Janet Wal-
ters, and Co-Chair, Noreen Lisowski . During 2009, the
VIS Committee contributed 7,736 hours, an increase of
over 2200 hours in just the past year.

Noreen Lisowski and Janet Walters accept the
award for all the VIS members.

Volunteer of the Year - Thisawardisgivento t h e
member who has, over the past year, given generously of
their time, through a variety of activities and exemplifies
the volunteer spirit. The Volunteer of the Year award this
year went to Larry and Shermane Frei  This couple has
been involved in numerous committees in the Friends
over the past several years, and this past year alone
jointly contributed 776 hours, principally in Cultural Re-
sources and VIS.

New Volunteer of the Year - This award is given to the
volunteer who is new to the Friends, suggesting perhaps
a membership of one to one and one half years. This
person has jumped in with both feet and hit the ground
running and has given many hours volunteering on sev-
eral committees. This year's New Volunteer of the Year
award went to Glen Buenning , who contributed 303

Page 2 Branching Out

hours in 9 different areas of activity. Furthermore, many
of Glen’s hours were what | would all “hard” hours of work
with Trail Maintenance and Construction

Vice-President's Award - This award is presented to
someone who exhibits "Heart" to the Friends of the Forest
- someone who is passionate about the Friends and freely
gives their time to make a difference. This year’'s Vice-
President’s Award went to Spence Gustav , who had 391
total hours with 319 hours in Cultural Resources as a dis-

tinguished

Vice President, Carol Wirkus, presents the
award to Spence Gustav

Special Recognition Award — This year we honored
Mike Ward with a Special Recognition Award, not only for
his 527 hours of service in numerous areas of activity, but
principally for his creative energies in helping to write
grants that raised over $200,000, allowing the Friends to
leverage our funds into much more extensive projects for
the FS.

Mike Ward accepts the Special Recognition
Award from President, Roy Julian
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Distinguished Volunteer - This award is given to the
member who has over many years consistently given of
their time to the Friends of the Forest in a variety of activi-
ties. This year’s Distinguished Volunteer award went to
Rick Zabor , who contributed a total of 402 hours of hard
labor for the Friends this year. However, he was given
this award for his many years of service as the Chair of
Trail Maintenance and Construction, as well as Chair of
the Fire Tower Lookout committee. As you all know, Rick
has done an exemplary job in coordinating the numerous,
complex activities of the trail crew, as well as ensuring
that the fire towers are covered when requested by the
Forest Service.

Special Project Award - This year we once again recog-
nized the tremendous efforts of Al Gilson and his crew in
completing the FS sign, as well as continued work on the
Apache Maid cabin. Maybe we should call this the “Al
Gilson Special Project Award” due to the many times that
Al has deserved this! As you may know, the FS has esti-
mated that Al and his crew saved them approximately
$25,000 by completing the sign with volunteer labor and
materials.

Al Gilson accepts his Special Projects award

Special Award - We recognized Bob Shuman for his
extraordinary service in removing graffiti from our Forest
District. Bob virtually singlehandedly made it his mission
to remove dozens of the offending hearts which have
plagued our district.

Committee Awards

Cultural Resources

Jan Lisowski — 426 total hours

Spence Gustav — 391 total hours

John & Barbara Sturgis — John with 451;
Barbara with 192

Buck Packard — 697 total hours

Fire Tower Lookout

Mickey Gershtenson — 439 total hours

River Rangers
Frank Wirkus - 421 total hours
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Fossil Creek

Butch Greathouse — 495 total hours
Mickey Gershtenson — 439 total hours
Patrol Hotshots

Dan Aragaki — 238 total hours

Ron Rusk — 175 total hours

Rick Baldauf — 209 total hours

Trail Maintenance and Construction
Glen Buenning, 392 total hours

Trail Patrol

Georgia Munsell - 345 total hours

VIS

Mickey Gershtenson — 439 total hours
Larry Frei — 506 total hours

John Moore — 635 total hours

Butch Greathouse — 495 total hours
Water Sampling

Bill & Evelyn Rowland, 72 total hours
Wranglers — Milt Moore — 72 total hours

Well Done, Friends!

Awardees Present L-R: Mickey Gershtenson, Spence Gustav, Jan
Lisowski, John and Barbara Sturgis, Butch Greathouse, Milt Moore

and Frank Wirkus. Below: Bill and Evelyn Rowland and Bob
Shuman




Cultural Resources

Jerry Walters

I am very pleased to welcome four new docents. They
are Debra and Jeff Fleeger , Catherine Weld , and
Jacob Zahler. Many thanks to Dean Campbell for con-
ducting the Palatki training and Ken Zoll for conducting
the V-Bar-V training. | try to participate in training ses-
sions conducted by Dean and Ken whenever | can. | al-
ways learn (relearn?) something new.

Dean Campbell (center) points out various styles of
‘rock art’ to new docents Jacob Zabhler (far right),
Debra Fleeger (2™ from right), Catherine Weld (left
of Dean), site host Tom Kelly (behind Dean) and

two rapt visitors (L). Photos by Jerry Walters

Ken Zoll (L) story telling to new docents Debra
Fleeger (R foreground) and Catherine Weld (R)
and site hosts Don and Penny Greer.
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If you are interested in helping protect our cultural
heritage sites and learning more about the Palatki,
Honanki and V-Bar-V sites, consider joining the
Cultural Resource and Protection Committee.
Please call or email
(culturalresources@friendsoftheforestsedona.org)
for more information.

Jerry Walters 284-1339

FOF Apparel

Suzie Dunn and Judi Reichenberger

Be the first to own the new FOF Fleece Vest

Many of you placed orders for merchandise at our an-
nual membership meeting. Thank you. Those items
should be in your possessions by press time. Wear
them proudly.

Be sure to see the new vest at our December meeting.
Only two have been ordered: Men’s size XL and Ladies
size L. So practical for our Sedona weather and rea-
sonably priced, with logo, at $40. Another great buy
would be our microfiber jackets, XL, L and M for $35.00.
First come, first servel Our embroiderer looks for the
best possible price for the quality we want. Sometimes
she finds those items on sale. The opposite can hap-
pen, but as long as you are buying something that is
already in stock, you are saving!

A few of you have ordered by first shopping online,
found by accessing the FOF webpage and clicking on
merchandise. There you can see shirts, caps, tote bags
and more in addition to seeing the many colors each
item is available in. Give me a call at 284-4707 for help
in finding the perfect FOF logo item for you! Usually we
can get orders place and delivered within a month.

At your service, Suzie Dunn

Remember to look at the website to see the newslett  er in
COLOR along with more interesting information about the

Friends of the Forest, including a membership form and
how to change your home and e-mail address.
You can also send address changes to Friends of th e For-

est, PO Box 2391, Sedona, Az 86339 or call Sonya La nd-
holm at 928 284 1299.

www.friendsoftheforestsedona.org
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River Patrol

Mike Vitek

The River Patrol volunteers, who eagerly signed up to
drive the River Rangers to their put-in and take-out
points, start their season November 12. On our open-
ing trip, we will be transporting a large group of Forest
Service personnel, including firefighters, who will help
River Ranger Dexter Allen in destroying invasive weeds
along the Verde River.

All trips will start at Beasley Flats and exit at Childs.
Once each month through January, the weeds will put
up fight—but Dexter is smarter than an invasive spe-
cies and has already made many piles of brush that the
firefighters will help burn. Anyone bringing marshmal-
lows ? Mike Vitek

Membership

Sonya Landholm

The 2009 Membership summary shows the addition of 63
new FOF members between October 1, 2008 and Sep-
tember 30, 2009. This brings our membership total to
402, as of October 1, 2009, representing a growth of
5.5% for the year. This number includes 49 Life Members
and 102 Life Family Memberships.

New Friends who have joined us since the last report are
Christine Soskins , Jeff Upshaw, Rebecca and Bob
Gulyas, Patrick Murphy, Dale and Janet Webber . A
very hearty welcome to you all!

It's that time of year to remind you that 2010 dues are
now due. This year we are trying something new. All
members except for Lifetime Members should receive a
2010 Renewal letter enclosed with your current News -
letter . It would be most appreciated if you sent in your
renewal check PROMPTLY, using the provided envelope.
New members who joined us after July 1, 2009 are paid
through 2010, and needn't pay additional dues at this
time. These folks also will not receive a Renewal letter. If
you have any question about when you last paid dues,
look on the address label of your Newsletter. You will find
that information there. If you have further questions about
dues or Membership, in general, feel free to call me.

Sonya Landholm, Membership Secretary 928-284-1299
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Orchard Committee

Justine Kusner

The Orchard Crew has finished their work for the season
in the West Fork area. Trimming and dead wood or tree
removal took most of the time. Next season, the Orchard
Crew will have a new Chairperson, Jennifer Young
She is knowledgeable and capable of continuing the work
of this group. It has been an honor to work with the or-
chard group. We had work sessions that were fulfilling,
the best jokes possible (Thank you! Mike Vitek) and fabu-
lous scenery. Justine Kusner

Trail Maintenance & Construction
Rick Zabor and Bob Tener

Branching Out

In August we started a number of projects that enhance
the trail experience. We have painted 8 kiosks and one
had a blue ceiling. Numerous signs were also clear
coated and Al Gilson did some rock repair at Bell Rock
Pathway. The kiosks are Thunder Mt., Little EIf,
Adante, Carroll Canyon (2), Huckaby (2) and Bell
Rock Pathway. Al Gilson again led us on a redecking
of the bridge near Little Horse on the Pathway. In one
day 11 of us removed the old deck and trucked it off to
the dump in Camp Verde. Then we attached the new red-
wood deck with bolts since screws over time seem to
work loose. A follow up visit applied a clear coat protec-
tive finish and we realigned a fence near the Litttle Horse
T/H to allow emergency vehicle access. In all we gener-
ated almost 120 hours on this project.

We removed 19 trees in total from AZ Cypress, Sterling
Pass, North Wilson, Munds Wagon, and Cookstove.
Between Devils Bridge and North Wilson. T he crew
cleaned out 53 drainages added new steps improved the
tread and removed graffitti. The removal of graffitti was a
special project to address 2 areas. They were Scheur-
man Mt. and Mitten Ridge . Eleven members removed
30 painted marks in 64 hours of very tedious work. Bob
Shuman has been pivital in tracking down and removing
the painted 3 foot hearts with letters within and led one of
the teams. A new member Mike Haboush led us to Mit-
ten Ridge which was a challenging hike for folks that have
high anxiety.

Another special project occurred at Beaver Creek where a
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major cleanup took place. Team 2 worked at the Red
Rock Ranger Station removing weeds which were later
burned by the FS Fire Crew. Again new member Mike
Haboush took on the daunting task of painting the cy-
clone fence at the warehouse. This will help make it less
visible. Finally another team went out to Slide Rock to
pick up the pumpkin which contained 10k gallons of wa-
ter. This is an inflatable that holds water for fire fighting
helicopters that dip and carry the water to the fire. The
danger was the freezing temperatures could damage the
inflatable. The Fire Crew were making preparations for a
prescribed burn of 7000 acres and were not available. In
all we put in over 76 hours on this day.

Casner Canyon brushing was finished with help from
new member Dale Webber . Huckaby near Midgley and a
portion of South Wilson were also brushed with tread
improvements locally and some drainage cleaning.

Glen Buenning was selected to be our trail volunteer of
the year. Glen jumped in with both feet by not only being
very active but has purchased a 5 foot crosscut saw for
tree removal. Recently he made a rock sling to be used
when large rocks need to be carried by up to 6 people.
Congratulations Glen ! Also | want to congratulate Bob
Tener who was selected to serve on the Board of FOF.
Bob does numerous activites including dutch oven cook-
ing,trail layout, survey,plus trail work in the Hotshots and
TM and C. Wow, I'm tired just thinking about all the time
Bob contributes. Rick

Bob Tener
paints on a
trailhead
kiosk

Trail Crew
works  on
redecking
Pathway
Bridge

Photos by Joe
Landholm

Visitor Information Services

Janet Walters and Noreen Lisowski

October 2009 through September 2009 was a notable
year for the Friends’ Visitor Information Services Commit-
tee culminating in the Committee’s receipt of the Presi-
dent’'s Award at the Annual Meeting. Sixty-one active
members logged 7790 hours at the Administration Build-
ing and Visitor Contact Office Frontliner desks and the Az
Natural History Association Bookstore. When the 6190
hours volunteered by our peers from ANHA are included,
the combined VIS Committee provided 13980 hours to
the Red Rock District. An amazing effort!

Committee co-leaders Janet and Noreen wish to extend a
special thanks to members who participated as substi-
tutes during the summer months. Whether your contribu-
tion was a single shift or weekly assistance, the impact
was great. Every time you took a substitute shift, you
ensured that coworkers were not overwhelmed by lines of
waiting customers. Members who participated as substi-
tutes during June-August included Susie Anderson , Toni
Coon, Jeff Dunn , Debra Fleeger , Mickey Gershtenson
Butch Greathouse , Spence Gustav , Steve Hunt, Syl
Jagla, Justine Kusner , Sonya Landholm , Carol Wirkus
and Pat Witteman .

New Front-
liner Steve
Hunt helped
each
Wednesday
as a substi-
tute during
the summer

A surprised
Mickey
Gershtenson
was as-
signed snake
handling
duty as an
additional
task on a
substitute
shift

Photos by Janet Walters
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Best wishes to Alice Musgrove , Norma Wallace and
Judy Cooper , who are on extended leave. We hope to
see you back at the Frontliner desk when you're feeling
better. We’re happy to report that returning (snowbird)
Frontliners Rosemary Johnson , Lois Johnson , Pat
Sexton, and Paulette Mari are back at work.

Once again, FS Visitor Contact Office Supervisor Nina
Hubbard asked us to relay a request for additional Front-
liners to volunteer at the Administration Building’s Front-
liner desk. Please contact Nina at 203-2901 if you would
like more information about the tasks and open shifts at
Admin.

With sincere appreciation to everyone for their contribu-
tion this year, Janet and Noreen

Wranglers

Helen Campbell

The summer brought many changes with the Peaks,
Verde and Red Rock districts stock. The Peaks horse
Brownie, our tall brown-nosed gelding, did not pass the
annual veterinarian’s exam to continue the physically de-
manding job of a Forest Service horse. Jenny, Brownie’s
little mule friend, was visibly slowing due to arthritic
knees. It was time to find a forever home for these two
faithful friends. But how? With the economy as it is,
horses have lost much of their value and many, many
people simply not able to afford to feed them any longer.
As a result, many sound equines are going to welfare
sanctuaries throughout the state. Wrangler Collis Lovely
spent time on the telephone and finally sent a letter to
Circle L Ranch in Prescott Valley, beseeching them to
take these FS equines “who have served our country for
many, many years.” Circle L, made an exception and
took on the care of two more equines. Collis, Cat
Sampson, USFS, and | visited Brownie and Jenny in their
new home, and they are quite content with their surround-
ings and their many new friends.

A month later the Verde District made plans to release
Cliff from government service and plans were made to
deliver CIliff to the auction in Prescott. Again, the current
economy rendered this directive unacceptable. | started
making calls and one of the first people with whom I
spoke said that although they did not have room for CIiff,
she had far-reaching connections and if | would send her
an e-mail telling her all about Cliff, she would send it out
over her network of equine sanctuaries. | was thrilled
when an opportunity was presented. If | could get CIiff to
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when an opportunity was presented. If | could get CIiff to
Havenwalk Ranch in Sonoita, AZ, CIiff could “attend” a
few manners’ training courses and then go to a real
home. Cliff loves to be ridden so a forever-sanctuary was
not a kind option for him. Cat Sampson and | made the
two day trip and trailered Cliff to Sonoita. Sonoita is
about ten miles from the Mexican border.

When Fire allowed us to move all of their PT equipment
from the hay storage area to the Red Rock Station where
it is more accessible for them, an area to store hay and
pellets was available in the barn. Under the enthusiastic
guidance of Robert Garcia, USFS , Milt Moore, Mike
Ward, Diane and Butch Greathouse, Jeff Upshaw, Al
Gilson, Lee Hendrickson, Dean Campbell and I  tackled
the job of restoring the corral end of the barn to its original
intent: horses! Who would have thought that under an
area filled with inoperable lawn mowers, saws, dirt bikes,
lumber, hoses, tires and other “junk” was a covered four-
stall feeding area with mangers and grain feeders. Shov-
els, wheelbarrows, rakes, weed-whackers and a lot of
muscle were employed to clear the area of years of de-
bris. A concrete floor that no one knew existed was un-
covered. AL Gilson’s expertise and know-how moved
fences and gates to improve the usability of our newly
discovered barn area. You have no idea what enormous
pleasure it brings to the Wranglers to finally be utilizing
the barn for the care of the horses! As it happened our
work days corresponded with the Red Rock district clean-
up day at Beaver Creek. Immense piles of wood were
burned and mounds of metal and plastic were hauled
away. The historic Beaver Creek Ranger Station is
again a place where one can reflect upon the rich and
colorful history of the Forest Service in the Verde Valley.

The Wranglers had their first meeting of the season and
with renewed spirit plans are under way to take up where
we left off in the spring. Buggs, Jackpot and Forest have
new shoes and are, | have no doubt, eager to assist the
FS in its many tasks. New FOF member Jeff Upshaw
has been caring for the horses since October. Two cou-
ples have been hired by the FS to reside at Beaver Creek
and among their duties will be the Beaver Creek facilities
and the feeding of the horses. Our monthly training for
November was presented by Milt Moore on the proper
fitting and use of pack saddles. Using pack saddles we
can efficiently haul large loads out of the forest eliminating
the need for many trips on foot.

Helen Campbell
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Trail Patrol Hotshots

Gene Rector and Kevin Harding

The Hotshots began the fall season by working on Dry
Creek, Bear Sign, David Miller, Secret Canyon, West
Fork and Wilson Canyon Trails.  The usual activities of
drainage repair, brushing and tread maintenance were
done along with removal of 57 trees from across the trail.
The poison ivy is prevalent in these canyons and was
clad in fall colors to help us avoid it. The maples in upper
Secret Canyon were also putting on a nice fall color
show. Our faithful crew of Dan Aragaki, Kevin Harding,
Al Gilson, Bob Tener, Rick Baldauf, Marie Fox, Dave
Nokes, Gene and Darl Rector putin 350 hours in Octo-
ber and early November. Dan Aragaki, Rick Baldauf
and Ron Rusk were honored for last year's work at the
annual FOF Meeting in October. Many thanks to all the
hard working Hotshots. Gene Rector

Dan  Aragaki
surveying more
trees down in
Bear Sign next
to last vyears
cuts

Gene Rector and
Dan  repairing
tread where a
tree uprooted at
the edge of the
trail.

All members are welcome at Board Meetings.
Come and get acquainted with other Friends
and learn what is happening in your organiza-
tion. There's always great refreshments too.

This closeup view of Cathedral Rock was seen on the
Sunday Hike in early November from a recently extended
Herkenham Trail. During the winter season, we meet at
2 p.m. at various trailheads for about a 2 hour hike. We
encourage new members of Trail Patrol to come and get
acquainted with other Friends and also get some help
with the paperwork to turn in their hours. If you would
like to join us on these hikes, please call us at 634 3942.

Photo by Spence Gustav Gene and Darl Rector

Justine Kusner receives an appreciation award from
Heather Provencio for her dedication to Coconino Na-
tional Forest weeds program.

Campbells and
Rectors visited
Ken and Arletta
Anderson in
Baker City in

July on their
travels around
Oregon.
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More Photos from the Annual Meeting on October

24th at Beaver Creek

the Friends

District Ranger, Heather Provencio, thanks

25,655 hours in fiscal 2009, which equates to
28 full-time employees or over 1 million dol-
lars to the district.

of the Forest for volunteering

Rick Baldauf and
John Moore were-
n't present at the
meeting but re-
ceived their
awards later in the
afternoon

Fire Tower crew
receives awards
from the Forest
Service

Vicki Rice and Chris-
tina Montoya cre-
ated some very in-
teresting  picture
boards of the year’s
activities and pro-
jects.

Volunteer Coordinator Kelly Lawrence thanks Bill
Stafford and Bob Tener for their delicious dutch-
oven lunch for all the volunteers.

Photos of annual meeting by Mike Vitek and Darl Rector

BRANCHING OUT EDITORS
Chuck Jenkins—Summer
Darl Ann Rector—Winter

Thanks to everyone who contributes informative art i-
cles and pictures
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