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From the President       Roy Julian 
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�and has been skill-
fully managed by the 
Chair, Janet Wal-
ters , and Co-Chair, 
Noreen Lisowski .  
During 2009, the VIS 

During the December board meeting, the Board of Direc-
tors elected officers for the Friends for 2010.  As has 
been the practice in our organization, Carol Wirkus was 
re-elected for a second term as Vice President, Dean 
Campbell  was re-elected to serve another term as Treas-
urer, Susan  Vitek  was re-elected as Secretary, and  Jan 
Lisowski  was elected to serve as Assistant Treasurer.  I 
was re-elected to serve my final year as President. 

My sincere thanks goes out to 
Carol, Susan, Dean, and Jan 
for their continuing time, enthu-
siasm, and dedication that they 
all demonstrate in their duties 
for the Friends.  Our organiza-
tion simply could not function 
without them! 

I would also like to thank the 
Board  for their service during 
the past year.  The Board con-
tinues to assist our group in 
making wise use of its finances, 
as well as in helping determine 
the future direction the Friends 
will take in 2010 and beyond. 

My thanks also goes out to our 
hard-working committee  chairs , 
both internal and external, for 
their daily assistance in keeping the many projects and 
functions of the Friends on track.  Without the compe-
tence and spirit of the committee chairs, we would not be 
able to accomplish what we do.   

And finally, I would like to thank all of you – the mem-
bers of the Friends – for your continued dedication and 

commitment to the many tasks the Friends have tackled.  
I am constantly told by visitors, business people, and 
elected officials, as well as by the Forest Service, how 
amazed they are at the quantity and quality of work which 
is put out daily by the membership of the Friends.  Good 
job to all! 

2009 was a banner year for the Friends in many respects.  
We saw our overall membership go over the 400 mark 

and our volunteer hours in-
creased to over 25,000 – an 
incredible achievement for so 
small a group.  This is espe-
cially true when you consider 
that over 90% of those hours 
are being generated by fewer 
than 100 Friends. 

We saw expansion in some 
of our committees to accom-
modate new requests from 
the Forest Service.  The 
River Ranger Support com-
mittee, under the able direc-
tion of Mike Vitek , is now 
also providing “ride-along” 
support to Forest Service per-
sonnel when they are on pa-
trol in the Fossil Creek area.  
This activity is something the 

Forest Service rangers have really appreciated, due to 
the distance and relative isolation of that area. 

Another new activity, under the direction of Buck Pack-
ard , has been to collect all the trail registers on a monthly 
basis, saving that time for Forest Service personnel.  This 

President Roy Julian presents Rick Zabor with the 
Distinguished Volunteer award for 2009.  Rick was 
not present at the annual meeting in October. 
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will allow for more accurate data and maintenance of the 
trail system. 

Chuck Jenkins has been doing a splendid job with the 
NVUM Special Project.  This year-long survey is used by 
the Forest Service in many ways, particularly in generat-
ing future budget projections.  Past NVUM surveys 
helped to document huge increases in visitation to our 
area and hence provided some budgetary relief for the 
Red Rock District. 

Some issues from the January Forest Service staff 
meeting:  

The Forest Service has a strict policy of no cell phone 
use or texting while driving a government vehicle .  
This applies to both Forest Service personnel and 
Friends of the Forest.  If you need to make a cell phone 
call while driving a government vehicle, please pull over 
to the side of the road first. 

In the unfortunate (and hopefully unlikely) event of an 
accident while driving a government vehicle, the Friends 
are reminded that there should be a government “proof of 
insurance” card in the green log book which is kept in 
each government vehicle.  This government “proof of in-
surance” card shows that the government is insuring the 
vehicle.  This card should be shown to the law enforce-
ment officer when asked for proof of insurance. 

Reminder  

As a reminder for the first of the year, remember t o 
report your volunteer hours to your committee chair s 
or to Bill Kusner, as they represent the Friends’ m ajor 
form of currency .  Roy Julian 

 Larry and Shermane Frei were awarded the Volunteer 
of the Year Award for 2009.  Since they weren’t at the 
annual meeting in October, Shermane accepts the 
award from President Roy Julian at the Dec. Meeting 

Glenn Buenning accepts the New Volunteer of 
the Year award from President Roy Julian 

Vice President Carol Wirkus presents the Vice 
President’s award to Pat Sexton. 

Also receiving Committee Awards for 2009;  L to R:  Rick 
Zabor, Mickey Gershtenson, Chuck Jenkins, Ken Zoll 
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BRANCHING OUT EDITORS 

Chuck Jenkins—Summer 

Darl Ann Rector—Winter 

 Thanks to everyone who contributes  articles and t o 
Mike Vitek who takes lots of pictures 

FOF has the great good fortune to have fine writers who 
tell interesting stories about our activities.  Perhaps you 
have seen the following stories in our local newspapers. 

Larry Frei  wrote about how volunteering at the Visitor 
Information Center can make a difference for tourists.  
According  to Larry, “The volunteers do all this because 
they enjoy sharing Sedona with others, promoting the lo-
cal economy and, most of all, they enjoy the smiles they 
receive from grateful visitors.” 

Georgia Munsell  researched the history of the Friends, 
to provide a great overview of our activities when we cele-
brated fifteen years of service to the Red Rock Ranger 
District.  Munsell reported that as of June 2009, the 
Friends had 25 committees to offer volunteers diverse 
opportunities, and the Friends had contributed over 
200,000 volunteer hours. 

Susan Vitek  used her considerable story-telling skills to 
showcase the many ways Jan and Noreen Lisowski  
help the Friends, ANHA, and the Forest Service.  If you 
stop by the Visitor Center or Administration Building, 
you’re likely to run into one or both of them.  According to 
Susan, when Jan was employed part-time by the Forest 
Service, he said “this work thing is cutting in too much to 
my volunteer time.” 

Mike Ward wrote about how the Friends’ Trail Crew care 
for nearly 200 miles of trails for hiking, biking and eques-
trian use.  As Mike said, “Mother Nature has a way of re-
claiming her land.  Growing vegetation obscures the trails, 
monsoon rains wash away portions of the trails, and 
flooding in our many canyons completely removes trail 
crossings.  Every wind storm brings down trees damaged 
by fire and the bark beetle, completely blocking trails.”  
We can thank our Trail Crew leader, Rick Zabor , and the 
rest of the hard-working crew for their many hours of ser-
vice! 

Roy Julian  told a marvelous story about how he, Bob 
Tener, Rick Zabor, and Kevin Harding  backpacked into 
Secret Canyon to do trail repairs and enjoy the camarade-
rie of an overnight camping trip.  You could feel the splen-
dor of the canyon as he wrote, “Maples, sycamores and 
cottonwood trees were in full glory, particularly when 
backlit by the early morning sun.  The weather was per-
fect.  The solitude was immense.” 

Following our Annual Meeting, the papers printed our 
press release about recognizing volunteers, including a 
sidebar listing all our Service and Committee Award re-
cipients.  In 2009 the Friends donated a record 25,655 
volunteer hours.  According to Heather Provencio , 
“Friends are the heart of the Forest Service.  Without you 
we couldn’t meet the needs of the Forest Service visitors.  
You add real vale to this community.” 

Carol Wirkus  told the story of the $32,000 grant Mike 
Ward  acquired to protect a small population of northern 
leopard frogs.  District Wildlife Biologist Janie Agyagos , 
who oversaw the frog fencing project, provided many 
compelling reasons to preserve the frogs, including, 
“When a species becomes endangered, it indicates 
something is wrong.”  Like the canaries used in coal 
mines whose deaths warned miners of bad air, the in-
creasing numbers of endangered species warn us that 
the health of our environment has declined. 

Once again using her story-telling skills, Susan Vitek  
wrote how “nice little projects” won Al Gilson  the 2009 
Special Projects Award.  Gilson served as FOF construc-
tion manager to get the Apache Maid Cabin near Stone-
man Lake restored for rental purposes, construct the new 
Ranger Station wood and stone sign, build a dozen infor-
mation kiosks, and repair the Bell Rock Pathway bridge.  
Gilson is a “talented, patient construction manager who 
provides excellent leadership and training so jobs can be 
done efficiently and safely.”  Kudos to Gilson! 

 At all our meetings and many of our special activities, 
Mike Vitek  brought along his camera to capture what 
took place.  Thanks to Mike for providing photos to ac-
company our stories. 

If you missed the above stories when they appeared in 
your newspaper, you can find them on our web site at 
www.friendsoftheforestsedona.org.  Click on “Member 
News” and then scroll down to the list of press releases.  
Happy reading!   

David Fausch , another Publicity Committee member, 
has been assisting FS Public Affairs Specialist Connie 
Birkland  with a couple of special projects.  We look for-
ward to seeing the results of those efforts in the near fu-
ture.  Thank you, David!  Carol Wirkus 

Publicity 

   Carol Wirkus 
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Mike Ward and Janie Agyagos show off the Wildlife 
Protection Area signs. 

Al Gilson poses with the new Entrance Sign for the 
Ranger Station.  Al and several  other FOF volunteers 
worked on the sign which saved a lot of expense for 
the Forest Service. 

continues her work with Coldwell Banker. Their two adult 
children live in California. Craig's major interest in FOF is 
its Wranglers program. He rode horses as a kid and 
wants to renew that activity in retirement. 

Robert and Elizabeth Wych (who prefer to be called Bob 
and Debbie) hail from Iowa and are newcomers to VOC. 
Bob was a Research Coordinator with the Pioneer Seed 
Company, and Debbie is a retired Elementary School 
Guidance Counselor. They have two grown children still 
in Iowa. The climate and outdoor opportunities 
(particularly hiking) are what drew them to Sedona. FOF 
offers them an avenue by which to pursue their interests. 
Bob has already participated in Trail Maintenance and 
Debbie in Trail Patrol. Both plan to explore other commit-
tees, as well. 

Jeff Wyckoff of Munds Park is a native Arizonan. An en-
thusiastic employee of the Pink Jeep Company, Jeff 
works four days a week, both in sales and as a tour 
guide. Listing many FOF committees and activities as 
interests, Jeff's involvement will be limited somewhat be-
cause of job considerations. He is hoping to help out 
mainly in activities that have flexible schedules and don't 
require year-round involvement. 

 When asked how long she has lived in Sedona, Michelle  
Jack's  reply was, "Five years, this time!" Another native 
Arizonan, originally from Glendale, Michelle also lived 
here in the 1970's. You FOF’ers who work hard on the 
trails, long hikes, horseback rides, and other physically 
strenuous activities that might result in a few aches and 
pains will be glad to hear that Michelle is a practicing 
massage therapist! She works at the Hilton Spa and has 
a private practice in addition. Through FOF she would like 
to expand her hiking knowledge. Trail Patrol has been 
alerted! 

Daryl and Melanie Roberts have been residents of VOC 
since October, 2008. Melanie, originally from New Hamp-
shire, has her own company, Chrysalis Consulting, where 
she works with non-profit companies who operate educa-
tional programs. Daryl, originally from Texas, has a bike 
manufacturing company, along with Melanie. Called 
FORMcycles, they make hand-crafted bicycles which are 
sold world-wide. The Roberts’ became interested in the 
Friends and joined as Lifetime Members when they dis-
covered the extent of the support we give to the Forest 
Service, and in particular, the cooperation that has been 
established with the mountain biking organization. 
Melanie has done a significant amount of grant-writing, 
and she offers her services to FOF, should assistance in 
that area be needed in the future. 

Membership 

   Sonya Landholm 

The Friends' Membership is starting 2010 in a strong and 
healthy position. Membership renewals have been com-
ing in steadily since the last report, and 17 new Friends 
have joined us! Several participated in answering ques-
tions for our Get-Acquainted Sketches 

.Craig and Leslie Stevens have lived in Cottonwood 
since 1998. Their ranch is on the river near Deadhorse 
State Park. Originally from California, Craig sold his con-
struction business when they moved to Arizona. Leslie   
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Wranglers 

  Helen Campbell 

Stuart and Babbie Cameron arrived in Sedona last sum-
mer, having moved all the way from Maine. Both have 
had careers in the Presbyterian ministry: Babbie having 
worked with refugees from Vietnam, Haiti, and Bosnia, 
and Stuart, an ordained minister, having served in several 
states, plus Japan. Stu's undergraduate work, interest-
ingly, was in Forest Management. Their blended family 
includes five children, eight grandchildren, with another 
one on the way. With their many interests and other vol-
unteer activities in Sedona, we are glad they have added 
FOF to their itinerary! 

Other new members are Jenny Jahraus, Connie Koff, 
R. Lin Brower, Ginny and Steve Rench, Butch and 
Marlee Vanderbeck. We extend an enthusiastic FOF 
welcome to you all! 

Remember, Friends, 2010 DUES ARE DUE! Please re-
new now, and save us having to send you a reminder let-
ter. Thanks, Everyone!      

   Sonya Landholm,  Membership Secretary 

         928-284-1299 

Refreshment Coordinator 

   Noreen Lisowski 

Feeding Hungry Friends Not a Solitary Job 

When it comes to volunteering, the Friends can always 
be counted on to  “step up to the plate”.  Nowhere is this 
more true than at FOF board meetings, when a table 
overflowing with food  cries  out to be devoured… and is! 

So, it was with some trepidation that I accepted the chal-
lenge of providing refreshments for these meetings.  Hap-
pily, I had lots of help.   Although I get all the kudos at 
board meetings, it is a small cadre of volunteers who de-
serve most of the praise for providing goodies whenever 
asked.  I would like to extend my thanks to Helen Camp-
bell, Ruth Cornell, Regina Gilson, Sonya Landholm, 
Darl Rector and Janet Walters  for helping out through-
out the year.   And special thanks to Emma Peschke , 
who contributed to every meeting, and took over when I 
was away in September.   

At our next meeting, I will be passing around a signup 
sheet, asking for three volunteers per meeting to provided 
either baked goods, cheese and crackers or fruit.   Gen-
tlemen are urged to contribute as well.  Store-bought 
goods, are welcome as much as home-baked goodies.  
The important thing is to have enough food for our ever-

growing numbers of attendees.  Please think about volun-
teering to bring something to at least one meeting this 
year.  You need only sign up for one meeting, and I will 
give you a reminder call when the meeting date ap-
proaches.   

It’s been a rewarding year, and I hope with your help, we 
can continue to satisfy the appetites of the hungry hoards 
in 2010.    Noreen Lisowski 

The Wrangler committee has grown by six over the last 
few weeks.  Craig Stevens, Connie Koff, Lin Brower, 
Marlee Vanderbeck, Ginny and Stephen Rench all 
came with the same desire.  When they ride, they want to 
be accomplishing something and they can’t think of a 
more worthy recipient than the Forest Service.  Old and 
new . . . we met for training by the district’s Wildlife Biolo-
gist, Janie Agyagos and Range Staff Robert Garcia.   
We are helping Janie and Robert monitor: 1) range struc-
tures (as required for an annual report), 2) pronghorn 
fences in a new area and 3) range/wildlife waters. The 
following week we met for GPS training with Al Cornell 
and Mike Vitek .   

Wranglers receive GPS training from Al Cornell and 
Mike Vitek 

Back row: Diane Greathouse and Collis Lovely.  Middle 
row:  Jim Starkey, Steven and Ginny Rench, Marlee 
Vanderbeck, Connie Koff and Lin Brower.  Front row: Al 
Gilson, Bob Carlyon, Craig Stevens, Karin Keene, Jeff 
Upshaw and Helen Campbell.  Also attending were 
Dee Chadwick and Mike Ward.  Al Cornell on right. 
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Trail Maintenance & Construction 
             Rick Zabor and Bob Tener 

Wtanglers Cont: 

Janie explains how the Wranglers are helping her. “These 
projects simply wouldn’t get done, without the Wranglers.  
They are helping me by monitoring fence lines and wildlife 
waters.  Most of pronghorn habitat in the Verde Valley 
has been fragmented by fencelines since European set-
tlement. Historically, we have records of pronghorn all the 
way from Cottonwood east and south through Camp 
Verde and even up in the Sedona and Village of Oak 
Creek area.  Currently our habitat is so fragmented from 
fence lines (Forest Service fences, private land fences, 
highway right of way fences, and paved roads) that the 
only remnant population of pronghorn we have down in 
the Verde Valley is restricted to the grasslands north of 
Cottonwood and west of 89A.  We have a second popula-
tion of pronghorn on the district up on Cedar Flats. On 
horseback the Wranglers can cover many miles in just 
one day, GPSing where the fences are not in compliance 
(barbed bottom wire and not 18" off the ground) and 
where they need maintenance.  For those fences not in 
compliance, Janie and Robert will work with range permit-
tees and volunteer groups to get the unacceptable fence 
lines modified.  

The other portion of the work that the Wranglers are con-
ducting is to inventory all of our open water storage tanks 
and troughs to determine whether they have wildlife 
ramps and whether those ramps meet our new specifica-
tions.  While range water improvements are important for 
all kinds of wildlife (female pronghorn stay within 1/2 mile 
of water while lactating and bats must water each evening 
immediately after emergence from their roosts), open 
storage tanks and troughs can be death traps if ramps 
aren't properly installed.  Old ideas of suitable ramps vary 
from a piece of wood floating around in the tank to a lin-
ear piece of metal ramp extending from the bottom of the 
tank up to the rim.  Current research shows that when 
critters fall into tanks or troughs, they swim right to the 
nearest edge and then continue around the perime-
ter.  Old types of ramps don't intersect the water right at 
the edge so critters don't swim into the ramp but rather 
swim round and round the perimeter, going under the 
ramp, until they eventually tire and drown.  New ramp 
specifications involve a piece of expanded metal that not 
only goes from the rim down to the bottom of the struc-
ture, but also where both sides of the ramp bend down 
and extend back to be flush with the side of the tank. 
Once we have GPS coordinates for each tank that needs 
a ramp, we can begin working with Natural Resource 
Conservation Service to recruit Boy Scout troops and 
other volunteers to fabricate and install ramps.”   (Janie 
Agyagos) 

November brought the International Mountain Bike As-
sociation (IMBA) to the Red Rock District. The 4 day 
event was a training session with 50 attendees for class/
field work to design and implement an expert bike trail. 
The new trail parallels the Mystic Trail  for 2k' ,so it's an 
additional trail to the system and is exclusively a MB trail 
and will be signed appropriately. We installed the tread, 
moved some  very large rocks and brushed with helpful 
direction from expert bikers. This input created a trail that 
meets the users' needs of this extremely challenging trail. 
In all the TM&C with 16 members put in over 220 hours.  

Aerie is a new trail that co-chair Bob Tener helped layout 
with the Forest Service (FS). The Coconino Rural Envi-
ronmental Corp (CREC) installed the bulk of the trail but 
the TM&C crew brushed, re-veged as needed, installed 
signs and a kiosk in addition to painting a number of sign 
posts. One day we had 14 people, consequently the crew 
covered 3 trails including Aerie . The Girdner Trail  team 
led by Gene Rector  needed a 24" diameter tree removed 
plus drainages repaired. Finally Kevin Harding led a 
team to investigate a tree fall on Broken Arrow . This tal-
lid up to 97 hours of flexible effort. 

Then out to Soldier Pass  where about 7 signs were 
added, basketed rock cairns were added or repaired. 
Thanks to Ron Rusk, Joe Landholm, Glen Buenning, 
Al Gilson and Mike Vitek who came with power tools not 
only here but on many previous projects. In fact they look 
forward to these power  projects. Also we removed old 
wire, repaired 34 drainages and improved the tread lo-
cally. We continued the installation of cairns (6) with signs 
on the Bell Rock Pathway and connectors to the 
Llama Trail. This signing work continued on Lizardhead, 
Andante, Chimney and Sugarloaf Trails. Since we 

Al Gilson used his talent to place nine saddle racks in 
our tack-room.  Previously saddles were stacked upon 
saddles and some so high that we all had a problem get-
ting them down.  With stalls and mangers for feeding, 
covered hay storage in the barn, corrals adjacent to the 
barn and a tack room, the Wranglers are feeling very up-
town!  I think the horses are enjoying this new found lux-
ury too as they seem to be there most of the time.  The 
stalls not only allow for covered and convenient feeding 
but provide shelter from rain and snow.     
    Helen Campbell 
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Cultural Resources 

   Jerry Walters 

FOF Apparel 

Suzie Dunn and Judi Reichenberger 

were out there adding signs the crew improved the tread 
in numerous areas and added or repaired up to 29 drain-
ages.  

Ridge, parts of Old Post and Carroll Canyon Trails re-
ceived maintenance in the repair of 39 drainages. Includ-
ing the repair and installation of check dams and rework-
ing a large drainage to preserve a portion of the trail. New 
member Stu Cameron joined the effort to get these trails 
in shape, thanks Stu!  Broken Arrow  Trail  needed some 
re-vegetation due to a vehicle that drove down the hiking 
trail.  Jeff Gilmore and Tony Papa (FS) led us in the re-
hab effort. We also armored a couple of areas and re-
paired several drainages. Meanwhile a second crew 
again led by Gene Rector repaired 31 drainages on 
Templeton Trail.   

In December Roy Julian and I met with Jennifer Burns 
(FS) to discuss refining our maintenance on the trails. 
This includes the implementation of trail classes with 
more detail on brushing, tread size, structures and drain-
age. She will lead the crew on a trail in the near future to 
demonstrate these refined standards. She also asked for 
help with the continuing need for more numerous and de-
scriptive signs throughout the district using photos and 
sketches. Kevin Harding volunteered to photograph the 
junctions and sketch the placement of these signs which 
would then be made and finally installed. If you are inter-
ested contact Kevin or Jennifer. 

The Patrol committee co-chaired by Jeff Dunn has been 
supplying TM&C with trail reports. This information is en-
tered into a list that tells the FS & TM&C where mainte-
nance is needed. Please continue the flow of information 
as it gives us a lot of job security.     Rick 

 Thanks to Ken Zoll  for conducting special winter solstice 
training at V-Bar-V for docents, RRRD staff, and site 
hosts.  The sun didn’t cooperate during the days of the 
solstice window as it did during the training.  However, the 
training is always appreciated and more than worthwhile. 

Start planning for the 2010 edition of V Bar V Archae-
ology Discovery Days and Agave Roast .  Yes, the 
agave roast is back this year and we will be needing addi-
tional volunteers to assist with preparation, processing 
and serving.  The event has also been expanded to three 

days and will run from Friday April 16th through Sunday 
April 18th.  Friday will be primarily for school groups.  A 
call for volunteers will go out in mid March.  If you want 
more information or already know which activity/day(s) 
you would like to volunteer, please contact me (as noted 
at the end of this article). 

The final visitor counts to Palatki and V-Bar-V for fiscal 
year 2009 are in and it was another record year! 

 Site         FY09       1yr �        2yr �        3yr �    

Palatki     30,282    +9.1%     +12.8%    +21.0% 

V-Bar-V   12,938    +16.3%    +31.4%    +34.1% 

 It is very evident that the number of visitors is continu-
ously increasing.  The hours spent as a docent are in-
creasingly more valuable! 

Many thanks to all who participate in the docent pro-
gram!!  Our sites need protection and visitors need to be 
educated more than ever. 

If you are interested in helping protect our cultural heri-
tage sites and learning more about the Palatki, Honanki 
and V-Bar-V sites, consider joining the Cultural Resource 
and Protection Committee. Please call or email 
(culturalresources@friendsoftheforestsedona.org) for 
more information. 

   Jerry Walters 284-1339 

 GREEN ON GREEN 

I “received” the title of my blurb while hiking with Darl and 
Gene. Strange things happen when you’re walking near a 
vortex!  Now for the explanation. Most of our FOF gear is 
some shade of green, right? And as I peruse the gear 
catalogs, I notice that newer fabrics are made in green 
industries: those using recycled materials and those using 
more eco-friendly materials, such as polyester made from 
bamboo charcoal. Our suppliers also state they are pur-
chasing from companies which comply with fair labor 
laws. I believe the clothing industry is trying it’s best to be 
socially and environmentally conscious; therefore, I am 
happy to purchase “green/green” for you if the quality and 
value pricing meet your needs.  There is  a good supply of 
caps, t-shirts, sweatshirts and polos, some 100% cotton 
and some blends. The newest vests are R-Tek (recycled 
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��Visitor Information Services     
  
  Janet Walters and Noreen Lisowski  �

Noreen Lisowski doesn’t allow Visitor Maps at  

VIS Parties ! 

Photos by Janet Walters 

A Kodak moment—Bill Peschke and Santa 

FOF Apparel Cont:   

polyester which actually resists pilling and offers more 
comfort.) At press time, I think you may like to own one of 
the new fleece beanies or ear warmers. Look online for 
our full line of gear or give me a call. Pricing is quite good 
for the items I have in stock.  I will bring some samples to 
our FOF  meeting and I love it when members offer to 
model it for us.    Suzie Dunn 

Pat Sexton and Claire Julian model the new vests 
at the FOF Board Meeting in December. 

Everyone was in a celebratory mood on Thursday, De-
cember 17 as VIS Frontliners and Cultural Resources 
Docents were treated to a host of goodies provided by 
their peers from the Forest Service and the Arizona Natu-
ral History Association.   The only requirements were to 
have a good time relaxing and chatting with friends while 
leaving all visitor maps and rec guides at the door.  VIS 
Co-Committee Chair and ANHA Assistant Manager, 
Noreen Lisowski , was ready to confiscate all contraband 
visitor maps and highlighter markers as she welcomed 
partygoers to the event.  

Even Santa Claus, who has an uncanny resemblance to 
FS employee Bruce Carlson, decided to drop by and join 
in the festivities.  Some memorable interactions between 
Santa and guests were captured on film, including this 
curious photo of Bill Peschke  and Santa. 

Frontliners were happy to see Dave Murray and his 
daughter participating in the event since Dave has been 
on extended leave from Frontliner duty.  We’re glad you 
could attend, Dave.   

All play and no work will leave visitors without maps 
showing skillfully drawn routes through Sedona so every-
one retrieved their maps and highlighters from Noreen 
and went back to work for the busy Christmas through 
New Year’s rush.  As spring break approaches, there will 
be an increasing need for substitute Frontliners who can 
volunteer on midday shifts (10 am to 2 pm) at the FS Visi-
tor Contact Center, the FS Administration Building or the 
ANHA Bookstore.  FS employee Genny Riner usually 
schedules a Frontliner training session on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.  If you would like to train for 
Frontliner duty or brush up on training, contact 

  Janet Walters by sending an email to 
vis@friendsoftheforestsedona.org. 
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Trail Patrol Hotshots 

       Gene Rector and Kevin Harding 

Once again, trees have dominated the work from Novem-
ber to January.  Most of this problem is due to the after-
math of the Brins Fire.  With numerous dead trees, hikers 
should beware of falling trees especially on windy days.  
In one day , Gene, Dan Aragaki and Jerry Piepiora re-
moved 22 trees from Vultee Arch Trail while Kevin Hard-
ing , John True and Roy Julian removed 36 from North 
Wilson Trail.  A total of 58 !!    

In addition to trees, the crew has cleaned and repaired 
319 rolling dips, repaired check dams, rocked and 
brushed over 19 miles of trail on the following trails: 
Scheurman Mt,  Sterling Pass, Long Canyon, Margs 
Draw, Thunder Mt, Brins Mesa, Jordan, Cibola Pass, 
Sugarloaf, Tea Cup, Bear Mt, Bell, Broken Arrow, Subma-
rine Rock, Little Horse.   Mike Haboush is the newest 
member of the Hotshots.  Others helping to put in a total 
of 408 hours work are:  Rick Baldauf, Deneise Piepiora, 
Al Gilson, Jim Grier, Ron Rusk, Bob Tener, Darl Rec -
tor.  This is a great crew and I thank you all !      
    Gene Rector 

Santa welcomed Dave Murray to the VIS Party 

Gene and Rick Baldauf work on Broken Arrow Trail 
Sunday Hikes are held seasonally from October to April 
on Sunday afternoons, weather permitting.  The hike lasts 
for about two hours and is a social time with other mem-
bers.  We encourage new FOF members, who want to do 
Trail Patrol, to join us to get acquainted, learn about trail-
heads and how to submit their reports for Trail Patrol.  
We communicate by e-mail, usually sending out a mes-
sage on Friday evenings of where to meet.  We try to do 
a variety of trails around Sedona.  If you would like to join 
us, please call 928 634 3942, for more information. 

   Gene and Darl Rector 

Sunday Hike on January 17 was led by Lois Johnson 
on the Llama Trail.  Hikers from L to R:  Jeff Dunn, 
Debbie Wych, Lois, Dan Aragaki, Rosalyn Kraft, Gene 
Rector and Suzie Dunn 

Members are always welcome at Board 
Meetings.  It is a good way to get acquainted 
and learn what the Friends are doing.  A bo-
nus is the tasty refreshments you can enjoy 
there ! 

Also check out the website at:  
 www.friendsoftheforestsedona.org 
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